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Establish Your Legacy
The Foundation offers a variety of options  
to let donors direct assets to the causes  
they are passionate about.
• Unrestricted Gifts are welcomed and  

may be used for any of the foundation’s 
charitable purposes at the discretion of  
the Board of Trustees.

• Endowment Gifts become permanent 
charitable assets. Earnings may be used  
for restricted or unrestricted purposes.

Options include:
• Scholarship Fund: You may give to the 

Adams County Scholarship Fund or create 
your own named fund.

• Designated Fund: Your fund can benefit 
your chosen charitable organization.

• Field of Interest Fund: You may designate 
an area of interest you want your fund to 
support.

• Donor Advised Fund: You may make a 
charitable contribution, receive an immediate 
tax deduction and then recommend grants 
from the fund over time.

• Agency Fund: Nonprofit organizations  
can create their own endowment that  
will produce annual grants to serve the 
purposes of that organization.

What Can I Contribute?
Below are some examples of the variety of 
assets we accept to help donors fund and 
support their charitable interests:
• Bequests from a Will or Estate
• Cash
• Stocks, Bonds & Mutual Funds
• Real Estate
• Life Insurance Policies
• Retirement Plan Assets
• Qualified Charitable Deductions from an IRA 

(Individual Retirement Account)

Give a Gift  
that will  
Last Forever
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What is a Foundation?
A community foundation is a public, nonprofit 
organization funded by donors and governed 
by local volunteers who manage a permanent 
pool of funds providing grants for initiatives 
and programs that address issues in a specific 
geographic area.

The concept is simple. People who care 
deeply about Adams County can make large 
and small gifts to the Foundation. These gifts 
are pooled and invested to create a growing 
endowment. As the assets increase, so does 
the Foundation’s capacity to financially support 
projects and programs that enhance the 
community.

What is an Endowment?
An endowment is a pool of money invested  
for long-term growth and income, with a  
portion of the value of the endowment used  
by the organization as the donor stipulates.  
Most endowments are designed to keep 
the principal amount intact, while using the 
investment income for charitable efforts.

How Endowed Funds Work...

Philanthropic contributions 
are given to the Foundation.

Dollars are pooled & invested.

Investment earnings are 
distributed to eligible 
charities every year, forever.

Good Reasons to Give
• We are a local organization with deep roots  

in the community.

• We have broad knowlege regarding 
community issues and needs.

• We can help people invest in the causes  
they care about most.

• We accept a wide variety of assets.

• We offer maximum tax advantage under 
federal law for most gifts.

• Endowment funds benefit the community 
forever and help create personal legacies.

Who We Are
The Adams County Community Foundation was 
created in 2019. We are a 501(c)(3) tax exempt, 
public charity eligible to receive tax deductible 
bequests, transfers and gifts.

The Board of Trustees is made up of a group 
of volunteer community leaders who want to 
improve the quality of life in Adams County.

We use professionals to invest and manage  
our assets in an efficient, conservative manner.

We receive advice and support from our 
generous neighbors at the Scioto Foundation.

Mission Statement
The mission of the Adams County Community 
Foundation is to improve the quality of life for  
all of Adams County.


